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Director of Home Economics Assumes Position 


Mies Ruth Atwater, whose appointment as Director of Heine 
Economics for the National Canners Association was announced 
some weeks ago, assumed this position on September Ist. At 
the beginning her attention will be directed chiefly to studying 
data developed by the Association in its research work and to 
becoming acquainted with the general subject of canning tech- 
nology, in order that she may be better able to interpret this in- 


formation to those who are not especially familiar with canned 
foods and who are interested in nutrition. 

During the last few years the Association has received a 
constantly increasing number of letters from teachers and re- 
search workers in the field of home economics concerning the 
vitamin work of the Association's laboratories, its bacteriological 
studies, and general questions on the subject of canning tech- 
nology; and it became apparent that the information developed 
by the Association would be of greater value to these teachers 
and research workers if it were made available to them in a dif- 
ferent form. 

It was felt also that if the Association had included on its 
staff an expert in the general field of home economics and one 
experienced in teaching that subject, she would be able not only 
to present this information in a form far more interesting to 
teachers, but also to develop through her personal acquaintance 
a wider interest in the Association's research work among teach- 
ers and others. 

Miss Atwater’s work in general will be of an educational 
nature, and while not including additional research, it will serve 
to interpret the Association’s research work to those most in- 
terested in its results. 
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New Italian Regulations for Canned Fish 


Containers of preserved fish shall be indelibly marked to 
show the contents, the grade of oil or other preservative medium 
used in the preparation of the fish, the net weight, the pro- 
ducer’s name, and the place of production, six months from the 
publication of a recent Italian decree, according to a cablegram 
received by the Department of Commerce from the Assistant 
Commercial Attache at Rome. The producer’s name and place 
of production may be replaced by a registered trademark. It 
will also be required that imports be accompanied by a sanitary 
certificate from the government of the country of origin. 

The designation “sardines” is to be confined to Clupea pil- 
chardus, “tunny” to Orcynus (Thunnus) tynnus, and “anchovy” 
or “acciuga” to Engraulis encrasicholus. Tynnus alalonga must 
be termed “white tunny” and genus Pelamys or bonito must be 
labeled “‘tonnetto.” 

The Italian Government has ruled that stamping into or 
embossing upon the tin, enameling, or treating with fire, litho- 
graphic on the tin, or any other system of marking offering an 
equal guarantee of indelibility shall be considered as indelible 
marking. Separate lithographed labels of tin or so-called gilt 
labels are also acceptable if completely soldered to the can so 
that they can not be easily substituted, detached, or erased. 


California Pack of Asparagus, Peas and Spinach 


The 1927 pack of asparagus in California, according to 
statistics compiled by the Canners League of California, was 
2,189,570 cases. The pea pack amounted to 52,914 cases and 
spinach to 1,968,668 cases, of which 1,850,977 cases were packed 
in Northern California and 117,691 in Southern California. 

In noting the Tri-State pea pack for 1927 in the Informa- 
tion Letter for August, the Maryland pack was stated to have 
been 715,026 cases. This figure represents, however, not the 
Maryland pack but the part of the total Tri-State pack reported 
by siftings. The Tri-State Association did not issue separate 
figures for Maryland. 


Draft of British Regulations on Canned Milk 


According to the American trade commissioner at London, 
the British Ministry of Health has just issued a draft dated 
August 5, 1927, of regulations in amendment of the Public 
Health (Condensed Milk) Regulations, 1923, so far as they re- 
late to the labeling of condensed milk. It is provided that the , 


698 
| 


INFORMATION LETTER 699 


proposed regulations will come into operation on April 1, 1928, 
so far as they relate to importation, and in other respects on 
July 1, 1928, and will apply to all condensed milk intended for 
sale for human consumption in England and Wales. 

Although the proposed amendment is the result of a per- - 
sistent campaign waged both in and out of Parliament to pro- 
hibit, or at least restrict, the importation of skimmed condensed 
milk, it does not, technically, in any way limit the importation 
of the skimmed variety of condensed milk. It may, however, 
prove to have some effect in restricting the consumption by call- 
ing attention so emphatically on the label to the fact that con- 
densed skimmed milk is unfit for babies. 

The regulations describe in a very detailed way the size of 
the type in which the legend “Unfit for Babies” must be printed, 
and the distance which must intervene between this legend and 
the remainder of the label. It is defined that the type used for 
the declaration as to the general character of the milk (i. e. 
whether for skimmed or condensed skimmed milk; sweetened 
or unsweetend) and the quantity (i. e. its equivalent of the con- 
tents of the tin in terms of ordinary milk, skimmed or unskim- 
med) shall not in any part be less than 1/8 inch in height on tins 
of more than 12 oz. in weight, or less than 1/16 inch on tins of 
12 oz. or less in weight, and that the size of the type for the 
legend “Unfit for Babies” shall not be less than twice the height 
of any other part of the legend. To further emphasize this 
legend, it is provided that it must be surrounded by a line at 
least 1/16 inch distance from the type. 


Canned Fish Exonerated 


An investigation of the illness of a number of boys in a 
camp in New England, attributed in press reports to the eating 
of canned fish, has just been concluded by the National Canners 
Association, with the result that canned fish is exonerated as 
the cause, and that overwhelming circumstantial evidence points 
to the milk supply as the source of the trouble. Illness in the 
family of the farmer who furnished the milk, similar epidemics 
in two camps getting milk from the same source, and only one 
camp using the suspected canned fish, furnished sufficient evi- 
dence to cause those who gave out the erroneous reports of the 
cause of the illness to withdraw their complaints. 


Venezuelan Restrictions on Canned Food Imports 


The importation into Venezuela of tomato sauce, tomato 
paste, and tomato soup, when packed in tin, is prohibited by the 
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new Venezuelan tariff published in the Official Gazette of that 
country on July 20. 

The Director of Public Health of Venezuela has issued an 
order that no canned fish may be imported into that country un- 
less accompanied by a certificate stating that the product has 
been canned in accordance with the pure food-laws of the coun- 
try where packed. Such certificates must be signed by some 
competent authority at the place of origin and viseed by the 
Venezuelan consul, if available; if not, by the consul of some 
friendly nation. 

Car Loadings 


While the loadings of revenue freight for the week ended 
August 27 were the highest recorded thus far in 1927, amount- 
ing to 1,109,225 cars, they were 19,338 cars less than for the cor- 
responding week last year. The total for the week of August 27 
was an increase of 42,589 cars over the preceding week. 


German Duty on Prunes May be Reduced 


Under the terms of a new commercial treaty recently ne- 
gotiated between Germany and Yugoslavia, Germany agrees to 
reduce her tariff on prunes from 10 marks to 6 marks per 100 
kilos for prunes unpacked in barrels or in sacks or packages of 
at least 80 kilos, and from 20 marks to 8 marks for other pack- 
ing, according to advices from Acting Agricultural Commis- 
sioner Steers at Berlin. The treaty has not yet been signed or 
ratified. Since the United States has a most-favored-nation 
clause in its commercial treaty with Germany, the lower rates 
would also apply to imports into Germany from this country. 


New Chief of Bureau of Chemistry and Soils Appointed 


Dr. Henry G. Knight, Dean of the College of Agriculture 
and director of the experiment station of the University of West 
Virginia, has been appointed chief of the new Bureau of Chem- 
istry and Soils of the U. S. Department of Agriculture. As 
stated in the Information Letter for June 25, the new Bureau 
of Chemistry and Soils combines three important research fields 
in the Department—chemistry, soils, and fixed nitrogen. The 
research work in chemistry and chemical technology embraces 
15 divisions, taking in the research units of the old Bureau of 
Chemistry, and this work in chemistry will be headed by Dr. C. 
A. Browne, who has been chief of the former Bureau of Chemis- 
try, assisted by Dr. W. W. Skinner, assistant chief of the former 
Bureau of Chemistry. Doctor Browne will also act as associate 
chief of the new bureau, but will devote his major energies to 
research work in chemistry. 
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